Babies, brains and culture: optimizing neurodevelopment on the savanna.
Cross-cultural child development research has demonstrated the influence of infant experience as well as constitutional, neurodevelopmental influences in infant outcomes. African infant precocity found in a number of studies is examined in the light of developmental models and in the context of the enriched child-rearing environment of pre-industrial societies. Examples are drawn from fieldwork in East Africa that demonstrate the different contributions of pregnancy, nutrition, early learning and cultural factors on developmental outcomes. The multiple enhancing infant rearing and nutritional factors are postulated to optimize the rate of neuro-development thereby contributing to psychomotor precocity.